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What is a covenant? 
Where do you find the word still being used? 



What is a covenant? 



A covenant is an agreement between two or 
more persons, entered into in writing and 
under seal, whereby either party … promises 
to perform or give something to the other, or 
to abstain from the performance of certain 
things. 



A covenant is an agreement between two or 
more persons, entered into in writing and 
under seal, whereby either party … promises 
to perform or give something to the other, or 
to abstain from the performance of certain 
things. 



Where do you find the word still being used? 









When the hour came, Jesus and his 
apostles reclined at the table.  
 



And he said to them, “I have eagerly 
desired to eat this Passover with you 
before I suffer.  
 



For I tell you, I will not eat it again 
until it finds fulfilment in the kingdom 
of God.”  



After taking the cup, he gave thanks 
and said, “Take this and divide it 
among you.  



For I tell you I will not drink again of 
the fruit of the vine until the kingdom 
of God comes.”  



And he took bread, gave thanks and 
broke it, and gave it to them, saying...  



“This is my body given for you; do 
this in remembrance of me.”  



In the same way, after the supper he 
took the cup, saying... 



“This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, which is poured out for you.” 





“This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, which is poured out for you.” 



Can you name three individuals with whom 
God made a covenant in the Old Testament? 



Noah    Genesis 6:18, 9:8-9 



Noah    Genesis 6:18, 9:8-9 

Abraham   Genesis 15:8, Genesis 17 



Noah    Genesis 6:18, 9:8-9 

Abraham   Genesis 15:8, Genesis 17 

David    2 Samuel 23:5 





The old covenant 



Jeremiah 31 
 
"The days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I 
will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah.  
 



 
 
 
It will not be like the covenant I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead 
them out of Egypt, because they broke my 
covenant, though I was a husband to them", 
declares the LORD. 
 



“This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, which is poured out for you.” 





This is the covenant I will establish with 
the house of Israel after that time, 
declares the Lord.  
 



I will put my laws in their minds and write 
them on their hearts.  
 



I will be their God, and they will be        
my people. 
 



No longer will they teach their neighbours, 
or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ 
because they will all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest.  
 



For I will forgive their wickedness and will 
remember their sins no more.” 
 







   suntheke 



   suntheke 
 
A covenant between equals 



   suntheke 
 
A covenant between equals 
 
I will if you will / I will if you will 





   diatheke 
 



   diatheke 
 
A covenant between people who are not equal 



   diatheke 
 
A covenant between people who are not equal 
 
I will AND you will 



   suntheke 
 
A covenant between equals 
 
I will if you will / I will if you will 



   diatheke 
 
A covenant between people who are not equal 
 
I will AND you will 



Which word do you think the writers of the 
New Testament use to talk about the covenant 
that God makes with us? 



   suntheke  [equals] 
 
   diatheke  [not equals] 



   diatheke 
 
A covenant between people who are not equal 
 
I will AND you will 



I will put my laws in their minds and write 
them on their hearts.  
 



I will be their God, and they will be        
my people. 
 



For I will forgive their wickedness and will 
remember their sins no more.” 
 



I will be their God, and they will be        
my people. 
 



No longer will they teach their neighbours, 
or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ 
because they will all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest.  
 



•  Forgiveness of sin through Jesus 



•  Forgiveness of sin through Jesus 
•  Knowing God as Father 



•  Forgiveness of sin through Jesus 
•  Knowing God as Father 
•  Being filled with the Holy Spirit 

















God 



Grace 



Growth 



This is the covenant I will establish with 
the house of Israel after that time, 
declares the Lord.  
 



I will put my laws in their minds and write 
them on their hearts.  
 



I will be their God, and they will be        
my people. 
 



No longer will they teach their neighbours, 
or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ 
because they will all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest.  
 



For I will forgive their wickedness and will 
remember their sins no more.” 
 


